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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 OVERVIEW OF SCHEME

Ryan Hanley Ltd. were appointed as Environmental Consultants on the Lifford Flood Relief Scheme in Co.
Donegal by the Office of Public Works (OPW) in conjunction with Donegal County Council (DCC). The Project
Team also includes Engineering Consultants, RPS (a Tetra Tech company) as well as DCC and the Office of
Public Works who are the funding authority on the project. The purpose of the Lifford Flood Relief Scheme
(FRS) is to identify the most technically, socially, economically and environmentally acceptable solution to the
flood risk in Lifford and environs.

Notable flooding took place in Lifford and environs during events in September 1985, October 1987,
October 1989, December 1999, October 2000, November 2009, October and December 2011, December
2015 and more recently August 2017. During the intense flooding events in 2015 and 2017, residential and
commercial properties were flooded in the Roughan area of Lifford. The Main Street and DCC offices were
also flooded. The sources of these flooding events are fluvial, pluvial, tidal or a combination of these.

In 2013, the national Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (PFRA) project and maps were produced, which
provided the initial estimation of flood extents for Lifford. The reports highlighted Lifford as an Area for
Further Assessment (AFA) for the North West-Neagh Bann Catchment Flood Risk Assessment Management
(CFRAM) study and concluded that an FRS would be viable and effective for the community. Lifford is situated
in close proximity to the meeting place of two rivers, the Finn and the Mourne, which form the River Foyle.
The River Deele flows into the River Foyle just north of Lifford. The rivers are also subject to tidal influences

by Lough Foyle and convective rainfall in the surrounding area.

Progress to date on the Lifford FRS includes an initial Public Consultation Day (PCD) which was held in the
Exhibition Hall at the Lifford Old Courthouse on Thursday the 27 of February 2020. The aims of the initial
PCD were to collect information on flood risk in the areaq, including any flood events that have occurred since
the CFRAMs study was carried out and present to the public a number of potential options to manage flood
risk in Lifford Town. Progress since this PCD in 2020 includes completion of Geotechnical Investigations and
Surface Water surveys, substantial completion of hydrological analysis and hydraulic modelling, production
of flood extent mapping and consideration of Flood Risk Management Measures and Options to address
flood risk in Lifford. Environmental and heritage baseline information relating to potential impacts of the
scheme, complexities in terms of interaction with other major development proposals and consideration of
the scheme design and works providing appropriate public realm opportunities have also been progressed
since the initial PCD.

As part of the public consultation and engagement process a second PCD was held on the 28t of November
2024 from 12.00pm to 8.00pm in the Old Courthouse, Lifford.

The purpose of the event was to give members of the public an update on the project and to display the
Preferred Scheme for the FRS.

1.2  SCOPE OF REPORT

This report contains information regarding the second PCD for the Lifford FRS. The aim of the second PCD
was to provide members of the public with an update on the project and to display preferred options for
the proposed scheme.
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2 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The details and analysis of the second PCD are contained within the following sections of the report.

2.1 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

2.1.1 Public Participation

A PCD for Lifford FRS was held in person in the Old Courthouse, The Diamond, Lifford, Co. Donegal on the
28t of November 2024, from 1pm to 8pm. In advance of the PCD, material was delivered to residents and
businesses by mail drop and email within Lifford and the Roughan area, as well as statutory, non-statutory
consultees, landowners and elected representatives. The information was also made available on the scheme
website www.liffordfrs.ie. The purpose of the PCD was to provide members of the public with an update on

the project and to display the preferred options. The event is also a further opportunity for the public to
contribute further and comment on the preferred options.

2.1.2 Advertising of Public Consultation Day

Adverts for the PCD were included in local newspapers as well as presented and advertised on the scheme
website — www.liffordfrs.ie.

The event was advertised in the Strabane Chronical and the Donegal News newspapers (14t and 21+
November 2024) and the online forum, Donegal Daily (15" November 2024). Wording from these
advertisements is provided in Appendix 3.

The adverts comprised of text describing the aims of the public participation and invitation to engage further
at the in-person PCD on 28t November 2024. The process and obijectives of the public participation process
were highlighted in all the adverts.

The event was also advertised once per day on the Highland Radio channel for 12 days prior to the PCD.
The wording of the radio advert is provided in Appendix 6.

Information on the PCD was also shared on the ‘X’ (formally Twitter) and Facebook accounts of the OPW,

two weeks prior to the PCD and were retweeted closer to the time. These posts can be seen in Plate 2.2 and
2.3.

A5 leaflets containing information regarding the PCD, such as date, time and location were distributed by
All Homes Packaging and Distribution LTD, to the Lifford area on the 22nd of November 2024. The distribution
of these leaflets can be seen in Plate 2.1 and the leaflet artwork is provided in Appendix 7. These leaflets
were also printed on A4 size paper and were displayed as publicity in various premises around Lifford town
including Daly’s Petrol Station, the Lifford Resource Centre, Gallagher’s Shop, Slevin’s Pharmacy, Credit
Union, Healthwise Pharmacy, The Old Courthouse, Railway Gym, Dolan’s Petrol Station.



http://www.liffordfrs.ie/
http://www.liffordfrs.ie/

IRV E HANLEY

Lifford Flood Relief Scheme
Public Consultation Day Report No.2

Railway Gym 9

National School

Lifford C\unlelghQ
Resource Centre

Eclipse Cinema:
Lifford Strabag

Station

Strabane Exhaus
Modern-Tyres Q i

435
Group Lil \HSU:
®

® g Mourne RIV@, é,?
28
5 JSE
22
=
3 Google! =z

Plate 2.1 Leaflet delivery locations
OPW - Office of Public Works vee

Yesterday at 01:00 - &

Public Consultation:
a Office of Public Works {% Where: g3 The Old Courthouse, Lifford, Co. Donegal
Public Consultation: Lifford Flood Relief Scheme When: &3 Thursday 28 November 2024 from 01:00pm to 08:00pm
The OPW - Office of Public Works wishes to consider all viewpoints in
relation to the Emerging Preferred Design for Lifford Flood Relief
Scheme. This is your opportunity to examine and respond to the
Visit: proposals now presented, ahead of finalising the application for
planning approval.
For full details visit g http
utm_source=facebook...
#PublicConsultation #LiffordFloodRelief #Donegal #Heritage

Where: [ The Old Courthouse, Lifford, Co. Donegal
When: [# Thursday 28 November 2024 from 1pm to 8pm

ttly/eeluDW

unty Council RPS merrionstreet.ie Department of Housing
nd Heritage Donegal Daily Donegal Demacrat /

Local Governme
Donegal Live Donegal Live
Highland Radio: News, Sport & Obituaries

Public Consultation

Lifford Flood Relief Scheme
C 1]

Plate 2.3 Screenshot from OPW “Facebook’
Account 26" November 2024

Plate 2.2 Screenshot from OPW “X’’ Account 26
November 2024
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2.1.3 Engagement with Residents and Business Owners in the Lifford Flood-Prone Area.

Public participation information packs comprising of an information brochure and questionnaire were
distributed by post to approx. 175 properties, including residential and commercial properties within Lifford
and environs on the 20" of November 2024. Alternatively, blank questionnaires were also made available
on the scheme website to download and also at the PCD. Completed questionnaires and any additional
information could be returned at the PCD, via the scheme email address (liffordfrs@ryanhanley.ie), by post

to Ryan Hanley Ltd or by a physical drop box located at reception in the Lifford Old Courthouse with a
return date of the 12t of December 2024. If any resident, business owner or consultee wished to engage
further and to speak to a member of the Project Team from Ryan Hanley, RPS, DCC or OPW they could
attend the in person PCD on the 28t of November 2024. Alternatively, a dedicated email address for
enquiries was publicised. In addition, the Ryan Hanley office line was available where contact details could
be taken over the phone and arrangements would be made to speak with a member of the Project Team.

2.1.4 Engagement with Statutory and Non-Statutory Consultees & Elected Representatives

An email was sent to approximately 75 stakeholders and consultees on the 19™ of November 2024, see
Table 2.1 for organisation recipients. The email (included in Appendix 5 of this report) contained information
about the appointment of Ryan Hanley as the Environmental Consultant and RPS as the Engineering consultant
and provided a link to the scheme website, where information on the project could be reviewed. The leaflet,
information brochure and questionnaire were also attached to these emails. The general message conveyed
was requesting that interested parties engage with the event and provide feedback on the preferred options
and that any inquires can be made by emailing liffordfrs@ryanhanley.ie. A PowerPoint presentation for

local elected representatives was delivered by the Project Manager, Brendan Quigley of RPS-Tetratech, the
Design Engineering Consultants, in advance (12 - 1pm) of the PCD event opening to the general public. Clir.
Patrick McGowan and Cllr. Martin Scanlon were in attendance for this presentation. This allowed the Project
Team to provide a description of the FRS process and proposed scheme and afforded an opportunity for
questions or comments from the participants.

Table 2.1: Statutory and Non-Statutory Stakeholders for Lifford FRS

STATUTORY AND NON-STATUTORY STAKEHOLDERS

The Loughs Agency National Monuments Service
National Parks and Wildlife Services (NPWS) Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

Department of Housing, Planning and Local

Donegal County Council (DCC)

Government

County Donegal Heritage Office Lifford Strabane Athletics Club
Macauley’s Restaurant Amey

McAdam Design Uisce Eireann

Department of Infrastructure Roads Local Authority Water Programme
Williams Sale Partnership (WSP) JBA Consulting

Department of Infrastructure (DFI) (Northern

Woodside Properties Ireland) Rivers Section

Strabane Lifford Anglers Association East Donegal Coursing Club

2.2 PuBLIC PARTICIPATION MATERIALS

The following literature was provided to the residents and business owners on a compiled mailing list in
Lifford and environs within the PCD information pack.

*  Questionnaire; and

* |nformation brochure.
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The information brochure also provided a QR code to the scheme website, providing more information on
the scheme.

2.2.1 Information Brochure

An information brochure was produced for the public participation process, this provided background
information, detail on progress to date on the project and details of the Preferred Scheme. A copy of the
information brochure is attached in Appendix 1 of this report and is also available on the Scheme website.

2.2.2 Questionnaire

The questionnaire provided an opportunity for members of the public to express views on the Preferred
Scheme and any other comments relating to the management of flood risk in the Study Area. The
questionnaire was available to the public at the PCD.

A box was provided at the PCD event to return the questionnaire. A copy of the questionnaire is attached
in Appendix 2 of this report.

2.2.3 Preferred Scheme Posters

A series of AT and A3 sized posters were designed by the project team for display at the PCD to portray
an overview of the scheme process and its objectives. A total of nine A1 posters were displayed at the PCD,
five of these posters presented plan views and cross sections of the secant pile wall, flood walls, scheme
layout, temporary works and construction traffic. The other four A1 posters consisted of environmental
constraints and key cultural heritage sites. The A3 posters displayed a brief introduction to the scheme
process, option development and the preferred option.

= Poster 1: Scheme Overview and Objectives

=  Poster 2: Public Consultation Process

=  Poster 3: Flood Risk Assessment and Flood Mechanism

= Poster 4 & 5: Options Development

= Poster 6: Climate Change Adaptation

= Poster 7: Preferred Option

=  Poster 8: Environmental Constraints- Ecological features

=  Poster 9: Environmental Constraints- Invasive Species Distribution
= Poster 10: Environmental Constraints- Coordination of Infrastructure Developments
=  Poster 11: Key Cultural Heritage Sites

= Poster 12: Typical Cross Sections

=  Poster 13: Plan of Lifford Flood Walls

= Poster 14: Scheme Layout

=  Poster 15: Temporary Works and Construction Traffic

= Poster 16: Typical Cross Sections

A1 Posters were sent to an external print company for proofing and printed on 190 gsm poster quality
paper at size Al. A3 Posters were printed inhouse at Ryan Hanley’s Galway Office. Posters were applied
to poster display boards on the day of the PCD using Velcro tape and applied to the room walls using blue
tak.
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Plate 2.4 View of posters, general set up of PCD event in the Lifford Old Courthouse

e |
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Plate 2.6 View of presentation to councillors at PCD event in the Lifford Old Courthouse

2.3  PuBLIC PARTICIPATION RESPONSE

2.3.1 Questionnaires Returned

Questionnaires were posted to various members of the public in the scheme areaq, available at the PCD and
to download from the project website. Attendees were encouraged to complete the questionnaire on the
day of the PCD. A summary of the responses is provided in Section 2.4. Preaddressed and stamped
envelopes were available to members of the public who wished to take a questionnaire and fill it out at
home. Alternatively, completed questionnaires could be left in a drop box at the reception of the Lifford
Old Courthouse.

2.3.2 Responses from Statutory and Non-statutory Consultees

Two responses were received via email from the consultees who received the public participation material,
which included the following:

= The Loughs Agency; and
= The East Donegal Coursing Club

The responses of the two consultees who replied to Ryan Hanley are summarised in the following sections
and are also included in Appendix B of this report.

2.3.2.1 The Loughs Agency

A response from the Loughs Agency was received on Tuesday 19" of November 2024. The response
consisted of thanking the project team for the update regarding the Lifford FRS PCD.
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2.3.2.2 The East Donegal Coursing Club

A response from the East Donegal Coursing Club (EDCC) was received on Friday ét of December 2024. The
response highlighted a mapping error on Tailte Eireann, currently two fields which belong to the EDCC have
been mistakenly included in the Lifford Athletics Club Ltd land area. The error hopes to be resolved within
the coming months, however, EDCC wishes that the Lifford FRS project team will consider these two fields as
part as East Donegal Coursing Club overall lands. EDCC also states that they have been working with DCC
for a number of years on the Riverine Community Park project. DCC have planned to purchase land owned
by EDCC and complete accommodation works regarding relocation of EDCC (rebuild greyhound course,
stand, control steward, slipper huts, greyhound gallop etc) on their remaining land. The preferred Option 4
presented at the public consultation depicts in the event of a flood event with the flood barrier in place there
is still a risk of flooding on the remaining East Donegal Coursing Club lands, where they are due to relocate
to. The flood protection barrier also appears to be on East Donegal lands and EDCC believes it is important
that the two projects (The Riverine Community Park project and the Lifford FRS) take into consideration each
plan and the remaining community clubs. The EDCC provided maps and folio numbers detailing these error
fields.

2.4  ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RESPONSES

2.4.1 Analysis of Questionnaires

A total of ten completed questionnaires were returned to Ryan Hanley during the public participation
response period. Five of the respondents noted they had previously engaged with the initial PCD event in
2020 on the Lifford FRS. From the respondents’ answers, it is understood that respondents heard about the
PCD event mainly via post, email, online and word of mouth. A summary of the information obtained from
the questionnaires is outlined in the following sections.

2.4.1.1 Proposed Approach

In Question 5, the questionnaire posed the following question;

“The proposed Lifford Flood Relief Scheme is carefully designed to a high standard aimed at protecting the
town from fluvial floods. The Emerging Preferred Scheme entails containment (e.g. flood wall and embankment)
integrated with conveyance improvements (e.g. culverts). The scheme involves the construction of 1,995m of
flood embankment and 388m of Flood walls (driven or bored piled and sheet piled foundation) and the
relocation of one commercial property. Are you satisfied that this proposal is the best means of ensuring effective
flood protection for Lifford? *

A mapping error by Taitle Eireann has led to the concern by members of the East Donegal Coursing Club
regarding the inclusion of two fields which are used by the coursing club and need to be included as part of
their overall land area. The members are also worried about the preferred option showing a risk of flooding
on land that they are due to build on and relocate to. The plans include rebuilding the course and stand,
slipper huts, greyhound gallop etc. The members would like the project to take into consideration these plans
of the local coursing club.

Another respondent stated that banks along all the drains would need to be raised and cleared, they state
that road works have lowered these banks.

A resident of the Roughan area has suggested the inclusion of an early warning system on the embankments
and stated that the water level sensor associated with the River Deele and Finn is extremely beneficial in
preventing damage to homes in the area.
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2.4.1.2 Views on Option proposed at Bridge Street, Healthwise Pharmacy, Old Courthouse and
Foyleview Apartments

In Question 6, the questionnaire posed the following question:

“Are you satisfied with the measures proposed at Bridge St, along the Healthwise Pharmacy behind the Old
Courthouse and Foyleview appts, to prevent flood incursion with new concrete flood wall defenses? The existing
masonry structure is unsuitable to develop as a flood defense. Therefore, a concrete piled wall is proposed as
shown in the display posters on construction methods. It is unavoidable that 50m length of the historic stone wall
fronting the Foyle will be concealed behind the new wall. Lower flood walls, set back from the river to the rear
of the courthouse and carpark of the road design office, will be integrated with existing old walls and heritage
features.”

A respondent stated that ‘access to the river should be included for fishing, walking and regular inspection of
sluice valves and to deter illegal dumping into the river’, the same individual brought attention to the loss of
public access to the river over the last few decades and wishes that this does not happen in the future.

Another respondent states that the flood walls are ‘necessary’ at these locations.
2.4.1.3 Views on Option proposed through the Roughan
In Question 7, the questionnaire posed the following question:

“Are you satisfied with the measures proposed through the Roughan which aim to protect existing properties
from flooding by constructing new embankments? This necessitates some road raising and permanent access
roads for mainfenance purposes. Non-return valves will allow back channels to drain across these embankments
to the Deele. One section of culvert will be required to allow the Gaadoo Drain to pass beneath the embankment.”

Members of the East Donegal Coursing Club reiterated the need to understand how these embankments
impact the land that they will be relocating to, when answering this question.

A respondent would like the floodgates on the Deele embankment to be ‘accessible for inspection and
maintenance’ and also suggests the need for ‘hard stands for pumping out water from behind the embankment’.

Another respondent raises a query regarding accessing her land which she leases to the EDCC and wishes
to ‘see visuals’ of these plans.

2.4.1.4 Views on mitigation measures regarding the Sites and Monuments Records (SMR) Zone of
Lifford

In Question 8, the questionnaire posed the following question:

“The development of the proposed scheme aims to avoid and minimize impacts on built heritage and respect the
sensitivities of the Sites and Monuments Records (SMR) Zone of Lifford. Are you satisfied that the main cultural
heritage elements of Lifford town will not be impacted by the scheme?”

A respondent urges the Project Team to carefully consider the SMR Zone of Lifford.
2.4.1.5 Views on the Foyles biodiversity and impacts on visual and physical nature in Lifford

A respondent stated that better access to the area adjacent to the river is important as it can allow for
patrolling of the areaq, therefore, ‘pollution’, ‘dumping’ and ‘illegal fishing’ can be monitored.

Members of the EDCC have concerns regarding the timeframe of the projects and have stated that this could
prevent access to their land. Another respondent has stated that ‘parking restrictions’ during the construction
phase of the project may be necessary.

Respondents have stated that biodiversity ‘must be restored’ and native tree planting and art installations
could enhance the area aesthetically for local residents.
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2.4.1.6 Other Comments/Concerns

Other comments include the suggestion of the flood embankment linking ‘as a walkway to the greenway and
riverine’ and a ‘wildlife pond’ could be placed ‘in the old dump site’. Community groups wish to be kept
informed and urge the Project Team to consult with other projects that are being undertaken near Lifford,
such as the Riverine Project. Other responses include the offering of material from a nearby site, concerns
regarding accessing land in the Roughan and the need to ‘lessen the harsh look of the concrete’ by the
embankments and flood walls.

An individual respondent via email wished for his concerns to be addressed, these concerns include; proximity
of the embankment, camber and gradient of the embankment, groundwater impact, excavation of historical
waste site, site traffic and access implications and impact of developments on elevated ground.

2.4.1.7 Environmental Constraints

In Question 12, the respondents were given six environmental topics and asked to rank their opinion of the
importance of each from very important to unimportant. Eight of the ten respondents completed this section
of the questionnaire. Answers from the respondents are summarised in Table 2.2.

Table 2.2 Percentage Summary of Answers to Question 12— “In your opinion, and taking into account the
Preferred Scheme for Lifford how important are the following environmental constraints to the proposed FRS?”

Very Moderately Of Little .
Important Unimportant

Important Important Importance

Biodiversity, Flora & Fauna 100 0 0 0] 0]
Land use and Agriculture 62.5 0 37.5 0 0]
Water Quality 100 0 0 0] 0]
Architectural & Cultural Heritage 100 0 0 0] 0]
Landscape and Visual Amenity 100 0 0 0] 0]
Angling, Tourism & Recreation 100 0 0 0] 0]
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3 SUMMARY & CONCLUSION

The second PCD for the Lifford FRS was held on the 28" November 2024 from 12.00pm until 8.00pm in the
Lifford Old Courthouse, Co. Donegal at which the preferred option for the Lifford FRS was displayed.
Information packs, consisting of an informative brochure and questionnaire were distributed in the Lifford
area in advance of the PCD. The PCD was advertised on print, radio and social media.

A total of 38 No. attendees signed in at the event, which included representatives from Derry City and
Strabane District Council (DCSDC), DCC, Lifford Strabane Athletics Club, DFI, Habinteg Housing Association
and Lifford Association Tourism Commerce Heritage (LATCH). A consultation period followed the public
consultation day and remained open until the 12" of December 2024.

The scheme website was updated and provided information on the background of the scheme, highlighted
the current stage of the project, presented the options development and options being considered and
outlined the next steps in the scheme progression. The aim of the questionnaire was to gather feedback from
the general public regarding the following:

= Collect thoughts and preferences on the Preferred Option displayed;

= Proposal of works at Bridge St, Healthwise Pharmacy, Old Courthouse and Foyleview Apartments;

= Proposal of works through the Roughan;

= Mitigation measures proposed for the SMR Zone of Lifford; and

= Mitigation measures regarding the Foyle’s biodiversity and the visual and physical impact of the
works

A total of ten questionnaires were completed which included recipients from the various areas in Lifford and
surrounding areas as well as interested parties.

Feedback from the event will be taken into account by the project team and information collected forms an
important part of final scheme fine detail and adjustment.

Based on feedback received on the day and in questionnaires returned, progression of the Lifford FRS is
welcomed by the general population. Primary concerns identified include residents’ private property,
accessing land adjacent to the proposed works, protected structures and the integrity of the Lifford Old
Courthouse.

It is clear that the respondents in Lifford would like to see biodiversity and enhancement of local flora and
fauna, considerations on public space, amenity and tourism, as well as the preservation of water quality.
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4  APPENDICES

4.1 APPENDIX A - PUBLIC PARTICIPATION MATERIAL

Public participation material sent to residents and business owners:

= Al
= A2
= A3
= A4
= A5
= A6
= A7

Information Brochure

Questionnaire

Newspaper Advertisement and Wording
Photos of PCD Event

Email Wording to Consultees

Radio Advert Wording

Leaflet Artwork
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4.2 APPENDIX A1 — INFORMATION BROCHURE

Rialtas Tionscadal Eireann
na hEireann Project Ireland

s | 2040
LIFFORD

FLOOD RELIEF SCHEME

PUBLIC CONSULTATION DAY

LIFFORD OLD COURTHOUSE
28™ NOVEMBER 2024

lIPJ".I'I."' BP‘M

W
P, ( orwz=. g RYAN

Comhairle Contae
Dhiin na nGall
Danegal Courdy Counci




Lifford Flood Relief Scheme AR HANLEY
Public Consultation Day Report No.2

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Evan Hanley were appointed by the Office of Public Works [QPW) to carry out an Environmental Assessment of the
proposed Lifford Flood Rellef Scheme, while RFS were appointed as Engineering Consultants. The second Public
Consultation Day (PCD) will be held in the Old Courthouse, Lifford on Thursday the 28% Movember 2024 batween
Ipm ond Bpm.

The objective of the PCD is to introduce the preferred opfion of the Flood Relief Scheme and to gother ony feedbock
and comments from stakeholders and the public which is essential in achieving the overall project objective. The main
project abjective Is to implement a flood relief scheme for Lifford town that is technically, socially, envirenmentally
and economically occeptable, to alleviate the risk of flooding fo o determined “Stondard of Protechion” and to
procure, manage and aversee the construction of that scheme. Taking into cccount the outcomes of the Morth Westarn
- Meogh Bann Cotchment Flood Risk Assessment and Monogement [CFRAM] Study, the team has configured and
ossessed several options from which selection of the preferred scheme design is now proposed to provide a robust
leval of protection against fluvial flooding in Liffard.

HYDROLOGICAL AND

4 HYDRAULIC ANALYSIS

The Lifford FRS hos involved
detailed hydrological analysis and
| hydraulic modelling of the Rivers
Finn, Deele, Mourne and Fayle. The
baseline hydraulic model was used
for options development ond
depicts o worst-cose scenario flood
event. This hydraullc model has
enabled the project feom to
produce updated flood mapping
for Lifford. The design standard is
-l the 1%  Annual Exceedonce
Probability (AEF) Fluvial flood

Lgemnd

& Froparbes s Hak
Kodeled Rreer Cantioling

T & iR i extent within the Scheme Areo,

. - ¥ which mecns o flood event has a 1

1 s o D M1 arage d ww;_ in 100 probability of cecurring in

—— i any given year. The Scheme Areo
W —T a1 g

iz also at risk of pluvial fleoding in
the Roughon oreo, ot Lifford
Stadium and the rear of properties

OPTIONS ASSESSMENT PROCESS on Bridge, Main and Butcher 5.

The options gssessment yunder Stage 1 is substantiolly complete. The project teom have now identified o preferred
Scheme for Lifford. The options assessment was undertaken In two steps. For Step 1, the potential flood alleviation
measures included:

DRSO3 | B i Paadioras B soping Dession of Tafs Crssre s

Figure 1: 1% AEP Flood Extent and Receptors at Risk

- Do Mothing (i.e., Implement no new flood alleviation measures);

. Man-Structural Measures (e.g. flood woming system or individual property protection);

- Relocation of Properties and for infrastructure;

. Reconstruction of Properties ond/or infrastructure to o higher level;

" Flow Diversion (e.g. river diversion or flood flow bypass chonnel);

. Flow Reduction [e.g. upstream cotchment management or flood storage);

= Flood Containment through Construction of Flood Defences;

. Increase Conveyance of Channel {upstream and /or through and for dewnstream of the tawn);
" Sediment Deposition and Possible Sediment Traps; and

. Pumping of storm waoter from behind flood defences.

Step 2 Measures deemed viable for Lifford on conclusion of Step 1 were brought forward for consideration at
Step 2. Measures were combined inte four technically viable Options. Thezse shortlisted Options were compared
under social, economic, environmental and technical criteria. The most appropriate Option for Lifford wos identified
and is described as the Emerging Preferred Schame (See Figure 2).
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EMERGING PREFERRED SCHEME

Options were screened for their viability and effectiveness, as well as potential environmental impocts. Some
options, such as increased channel conveyance, channel diversion and upstream storage, were discounted due
to their inability to address the flood risk to Lifford. Hard defences combined with property relocation were
considered as the maost suitoble solution for establishing potential options for the Lifford FRS.

Bosed on technicol, economic, social and environmental foctors o preferred option was identified. A Multi-
Criterla Analysis (MCA) and o Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA) were undertaken and the option shown in Figure 2
was identified as the emerging preferred opfion. It is the most suitable solution to managing flood risk in Liffard,
consisting of environmental and social benefits and the least potential adverse impaocts.

Preferred Option
Embankment
| — Secant Ple Wall
— Shest Phe BT Wall
Cubvert
== ADG embankmersde
Property relocation

1

Figure 2: Emerging Preferred Scheme Map

Preferrad option consists of earth embankments, reinforced concrete walls, culvert upgrades, back drainage behind
the praposed defences with assoclated autfalls. *ADS — Arterlal Drainage Scheme embankment to be recanstructed
to higher standard of flood defence.

DEFENCE TYPE

The old historic wall fronting Lifford above the west bank of the Foyle has been ossessed os unfit to support
the development of a structural flood defence. The design solution is a reinforced concrete wall supported on
bored or driven piles, olong the river side of the existing retaining wall adjocent to Bridge Street and the
phormocy building. Where space allows, smaller embankments and defence-standaord walls are proposed
on 5tation Rood to be set bock between the pharmacy and the old courthouse rear. A further section of
reinforced concrete wall on sheer pile foundation is proposed to run along the top of the riverbank behind
Foyleview apartments, This wall will tie-in to the existing alignment of the ADS* embankment from Greenbrae
north to Woodisland, whereby this 540m long section is to be re-constructed to the required stondard. Then,
wastward through the Roughan, o new embankment is the preferred defence type, aligned to field boundaries,
50 as to minimise loss of formland but maximise the area of properties detended whilst also retaining a large
area of active flood plain, which is crucial to sustaining the effects of extreme floeding. Locally, the roads will
be ramped and raised to the crest level of the embankments, to facllitate crossings at two places.

In all, the emerging preferred scheme consists of 3BBm of new flooed wolls and 1,995m of flood
embankments. The average defence height is approx. 1.6m above ground level.
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PUBLIC REALM ENHANCEMENT

The scheme presents an oppartunity to enhance the public amenity value of the area in the following ways:

# The Lifford Common Development plan includes additions to the town and surrounding area in the form of
residentiol dwellings, o recreational facility and o wastewater pumping station. The western end of the
Emerging Preferred Scheme route ties inta the site proposed for this project. The Lifford Flood Relief Scheme
has the potential to interact with this area, therefore, a walkway on top of the embankment can be
consideraed ta interact with the Riverine Projact and reconnect the area to the rivers; and

# Originol access from the main street to the River Foyle and itz banks will be retained due to its functionality
for mointenonce purposes ond the opportunity to connect the public to o rivers edge waolkway. This
opportunity needs to be explored In further detall.

THE PUBLIC PARTICIPITATION EVENT NO. 2
Where: The Old Courthouse, Lifford, Ce. Danegal
When: Thursday 28" Movember 2024 from 01:00pm to 08:00pm

The OPW wishes to consider all wiewpaoints in relation to the Emerging Preferred Design for Lifford Flood Relief
Scheme. This is your cppertunity to examine and respond to the proposals now presented, cheod of finolising the
applicotion for planning opproval. Time spent communicating your views to the OPFW is aoppreciated. Please let
your views be known by either attending the Public Consultation Day, completing the questionnaire and for writing
to the oddres: below, giving your comments. Your opinion will be given full consideration. Completed
questionnaires may be handed in af the Public Consultation Day event on 28™ Movember 2024 or posted or
emailed to the address below, Deadline for submission is Thursday the 12% Decamber 2024,

FURTHER INFORMATION

All queries, questionnaires and comments in
relation to this project can be addressed to:
Eyon Hanley Lrd,

1 Galway Business Park,

Dangan, Galway, HP1 AJEF. ﬁ
Phone: 091 587116

Email: iffordfrs{@ryanhanley.ie

Website: www liffordfrsie

"
P (|opw: g RYAN

B TETNL THCH COHRGMY Camhalrle Contas
Dhin ma nGall

Donegal Counmy Councl
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4.3 APPENDIX A2 — QUESTIONNAIRE

~
b

OPW . B [0 ~vav [INE

ATOTRATECH COHRARY

LIFFORD FLOOD RELIEF SCHEME
EMERGING PREFERRED SCHEME PUBLIC CONSULTATION No.2:

Please complete this guestionnaire and return to the drop box provided at the Old Courthouse, County Howse or Library, or
by post to Ryon Homley (] Golwoy Business Pork, Upr Mewecmsile Rd, Dangon, Golway, HP1 A3EF) , or via email
Litfordfrsi@ryonhanley.ie by 12+ December 2024, alternatively this guestionnaire con be downlooded from
www liffordfrs.com and sent via email to [iffordfrs{@ryonhanley.ie. Please retum by 12* December 2024,

1. Mame [eptional)

Address (eptional)

Phone (optional)

Email (optional)

2. Did you attend the Public Parficipation Day held on 27* February 20207 Yes [0 No O
How did you hear about this Public Consultation?

4. Are you: (a) A householder directly affected by flooding [ (b) a landewner affected by proposed works
O (c) Member of a local floed group O (d) Other O (Please Specify)

5. The proposed Lifford Flood Relief Scheme is carefully designed to a high standard aimed at
protecting the town from fluvial floods. The Emerging Preferred Scheme entails containment (e.g.
flood wall and embankment) integrated with conveyance improvements (e.g. culverts). The scheme
invelves the construction of 1,995m of flood embankment and 388m of Flood walls (driven or bored
piled and sheet piled foundation) and the relocation of ene commercial property. Are you satisfied
that this proposal is the best means of ensuring effective flood protection for Lifford?
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b. Are you satisfied with the measures proposed ot Bridge 5t, along the Healthwise Pharmacy
behind the Old Courthouse and Foyleview appis, to prevent flood incursion with new concrete
floed wall defenses? The existing masonry structure is unsuitable to develop as a flood defense.
Therefore, a concrete piled wall is proposed as shown in the display posters on construction methods.
It is vnovoidable that 50m length of the historic stone wall fronting the Foyle will be concealed
behind the new wall. Lower flood walls, set badk from the river 1o the rear of the courthouse and
carpark of the road design office, will be integrated with existing old walls and heritage features.

7. Are you satisfied with the measures proposed through the Roughan which aim to protect
existing properties from floeding by construcling new embankments? This necessitates some road
raising and permanent access roads for maintenance purposes. Mon-return valves will allow bodk
channels to drain ocross these embankments to the Deele. One section of culvert will be required to

allow the Goadoo Drain to pass beneath the embankment.
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B. The development of the proposed scheme aims to aveid and minimize impacts on built heritage
and respect the sensitivities of the Sites and Monuvments Records (SMR) Zone of Lifford. Are you
satisfied that the main cultural heritage elements of Lifford town will not be impacted by the scheme?

9. The Foyle forms part of a European site, internationally important for Otters and AHantic
Salmon. Works in the river and along the riverbank will impact these species and their habitars as
well as a range of other rare or threatened fish spedes and birds. OPW and partmers are
committed to mitigating and minimising the impacts of the works and to fully restoring the riverine
habitats of these species, to ensure the long-term conservation objectives of the site are maintained

or enhanced. Are you satisfied that this will be achieved?
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10. The scheme will take about four years to construct and will invelve major weorks along the river
at Lifford, visible for a limited duration. Works will necessitate haulage of materials to and from
the construction site, affecting traffic, roads and daoy to day life to some extent but will be managed
to minimize impaocts to the public, commerce, transit and socio-economic activity. Are you safisfied
that the construction of the scheme will not unduly impact people owing to the visuval er physical
nature of the waorks in order that effective flood protection can be implemented?

11. Details of the design and finishes will be planned with great consideration so that the proposed
new flood defense walls aleng the Feyle will be integrated with the existing stone masonry
and built heritage, enhanced by landscaping and greenary. There is also scope for inclusion of
public realm features, such as benches, walkway or viewing points fo the river. Are you

safisfied that the new flood defense structures will be finished to a high quality?
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12. In your opinion, and toking inte account the Emerging Preferred Scheme for Lifford how

important are the following envirenmental faciors? {please tick oppropricte boxes)
I Important Moderately O Litte Unimportant
EEuR Impaortant Impartonce

Biodiversity, Flora and Founa

Land Use and Agriculture
Water Quality
Architectural and Cultural Heritage

Landscope and Visual Amenity

jjjjjj¥
JoooooQ
O0oo0ooo
O0oo0ooo
Jooooo

Angling, Tourism & Recreation

Please let us know if you have any other coneerns or remarks about the proposed scheme:

| agree to the Office of Public Works (OPW) using my contact details to inform me regarding this scheme.
Signed:

Privocy & Dato Prodection:
Personal information collected by the Office of Public Warks is done so in order for us to engage with you in relation to the Lifford Flood Relief
Scheme. Any details provided will only be vsed for the purposes of contacting you in relofion fo the scheme, which may indwde some or all of the
following:
*  Maotifying you of future consultation epportunities
*  Arronging occess fo your lands for the purposes of dota collecfion by project sioff ond opproved third porty surveyors,
*  Clanifying informaotion, you hove olready provided to the projed team and obbgining further inputs
The pulndlun of 'rnul' pll'l'l:lnl| dllu isa hrf pnnnl'p forthe ﬂf'ﬂ' and 'pn-ur data will be prn-rﬂud i Im: with our PI"I'FII:"' policy which is avoilable
1 ? ptio o I o Hal i =office blic=works (# or hardcopy fram our
offices ot Hun-d P'mru't: Munu]nl'rlerl Sun'lm ﬂi’ﬁne -nl Pul:llll: 'ﬂ'nrh: 'IUQ Bn-nrgn: ﬂul'p Dul:lm 1, mi TD'?-E Shmii you have any questions
about our privacy palicy or the infarmation we hold about you please comtact ws by email to liffordfrsi@ryanhonbe y.be or write fo us af the above
address.

THANE YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION
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4.4 APPENDIX A3 — NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS AND WORDING
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Click here
COURTS GENERAL ELECTION JOBS BUSINESS LIFESTYLE TRAVEL PROPERTY COUNCIL NEWS

For more info

<Put your Job Ad DS
oh Donegal’s

blggest website!

DONEGAL COUNTY COUNCIL

Facebook

NEWS « SPONSORED CONTENT | Donegal County Council |

OPEN DAY TO BE HELD FOR LIFFORD FLOOD RELIEF SCHEME

written by Contributor November 15, 2024

Advertisement

f X in & ...and get your
business ahead
Sponsored Post for the Shoppmg
and Party season! Iﬂ(l

Sy
HEge.
‘ 'l De7, O

The Office of Public Works (OPW), in conjunction with Donegal County Council, along with
RPS the engineering consultants and Rvan Hanley, the environmental consultants, wish to
invite members of the public to a consultation event at which the preferred option for the Advertisement

scheme will be displayved.
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Lifford Flood Relief Scheme

The Office of Public Works (OPW), in conjunction with Donegal County Council, along with RPS the
engineering consultants and Ryan Hanley, the environmental consultants, wish to invite members of
the public to a consultation event at which the preferred option for the scheme will be displayed.

The event will take place in the Old Courthouse, Lifford, Co. Donegal on 28th Movember 2024 from
1.00pm to £.00pm. In advance of the event, information and content on the Lifford Flood Relief
Scheme will be delivered by post, to households, business owners and stakeholders within the scheme
area,

The purpose of the avent is to give interestad parties a preview of the proposed scheme which was
selected following careful consideration of a number of possible options and route alignments of flood
defence structures by the project team and steering group. This event provides an opportunity to view
scheme drawings and information posters as well as to ask guestions and engage with the project
team. Feedback is welcome from members of the public and may submit comments, abservations
and/or queries. Questionnaires will be available both on-line and at the event. Attendance and
feedback from the general public is very impartant. You have the opportunity to have your voice heard
and to inform us regarding local knowledge, we ensure your views are taken into account and fully
considered.

Members of the Project Team, including our Engineering & Environmental Consultants, RP5 and Ryan
Hanley will attend the public consultation event to provide further information and answer any
queries.

Cuestionnaires can be returned via drop-boxes at the Lifford Old Courthouse on the day of the event
(28th Novernber 2024 from 1.00pm to 8.00pm), via the Project Website: www liffordfrs.ie , via email:
liffordirs@ryanhanley.ie or by post to:

Fyam Hanley Ltd,

1 Galway Business Park,
Dangan,
Galway.

H91 AJEF

The OPW and Donegal County Council would encourage interested parties to attend and engage with
this event. All feedback received will be treated in strict accordance with the General Data Protection
Regulations (GDPR).

For further information on the event, emerging options and scheme information, visit the Project
Website at: www. liffordfrs.ie
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4.5 APPENDIX A4 — PHOTOS OF THE PCD EVENT

JUNOR JAILBREAK
THE COURTHOUSE BISTR

LIFFORD
Flood Relief Scheme
Closing Public Consutaion
P—

——

| pose i

Plate 4.5.2: Presentation to Councillors by Brendan Quigley, Project Manager, RPS Tetratech
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Plate 4.5.3: PCD presentation and projector set up Plate 4.5.4: PCD Poster set up
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4.6 APPENDIX A5 — EMAIL WORDING TO CONSULTEES

From: Lifford FRS

Sent: 19/11/24

To: Consultees

Subject: Lifford Flood Relief Scheme - Public Consultation Day Mo. 2 (28 November 2024)

Dear Stakeholder,

As part of the ongoing development of a viable Flood Relief Scheme (FRS) for Lifford, Co. Donegal,
The Office of Public Works, in conjunction with the Donegal County Council and the appointed
environmental and engineering consultants Ryan Hanley and RPS, wish to invite members of the
public, local businesses, stakeholders and interested parties to attend the Public Consultation
Day No. 2 (PCD) to present the emerging preferred option for the proposed Lifford FRS. This
follows on from feedback received at the previous initial public consultation day which was held
in February 2020.

The design team has configured and assessed several options for flood defences and
management, from which selection of the preferred scheme design is now proposed to provide a
robust level of protection against fluvial flooding in Lifford. The event is being advertised in local
media and a brochure and related documentation (as attached) will be distributed locally in
advance of the proposed PCD.

Lifford FRS Public Participation Day No. 2 Details:

The event will take place in the Old Courthouse, Lifford, Co. Donegal, F93 CD6F, on Thursday
28" November 2024.

General public opening hours; 1:00pm to 8:00pm.

All feedback received will be treated in strict accordance with GDPR regulations. Further
information is available via the scheme website; www.liffordfrs.ie.

Any inguiries can be made by emailing liffordfrs@ryanhanley.ie.
Regards,

Lifford FRS Team
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4.7 APPENDIX A6 — RADIO ADVERT WORDING

Wording for Radio Advert Public Consultation Day (PCD) 28" November 2024

‘The Office of Public Works and Donegal County Council, wish to invite members of the
public to the second Public Consultation Day at which the emerging preferred option
for the Lifford Flood Relief Scheme will be presented.

The Public Consultation Event will take place in the Old Courthouse, Lifford on
Thursday twenty-eighth of November from 1pm and the Project Team welcomes your
feedback.

Project information is also available to view on the Project Website: www.liffordfrs.ie’
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4.8 APPENDIX A7 — LEAFLET ARTWORK

LIFFORD FLOOD o | it | st
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PREFERRED
SCHEME

Public Consultation Day

Thursday
28th November 2024

Where:

The Public Consultation
will be held in the 0ld
Courthouse, Lifford Co.
Donegal from 13:00 to
20:00

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT OR EMAIL:

www.liffordfrs.ie

liffordfrs@ryanhanley.ie
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4.9 APPENDIX B — RESPONSES FROM CONSULTEES
Responses from consultees:

= B1 The Loughs Agency
= B2 The East Donegal Coursing Club
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4.10 APPENDIX B1 — THE LOUGHS AGENCY

Hi Ryan
Thanks for the update regarding this.

Regards Shane

Shane Gallagher

Loughs e st v

Loughs Agency = Killygordon — Co Donegal
\\' , lgency At Loughs Agency, we believe in facilitating flexible work patterns, | do not expect a response or action
Gniomhaireacht na Lochanna outside of your own working hours.
Factrie fur Loughs

Loughs Agency / Ghniomhaireacht na Lochanna /Factrie fur Loughs
T +44(0) 28 71342100

M +353 (0) 876908296

W www.loughs-agency.org

CICH v {

Ar mhaithe le cleachtas na gcdipéisi leictreonacha a chur chun cinn agus le bheith nios boige ar an chomhshaol, iarrtar ort a mheas an gd duit an r-phost seo a chlé amach. Ta an r-phost seo faoi rin agus td a dsdid
beartaithe don duine ar cuireadh chuige é amhdin. Is leis an ddar amhdin aon dearcthai nd bardlacha ata léirithe ann agus ni ga gurb ionann iad agus dearcthal de chuid Ghniomhaireacht na Lochanna. Mds
amhlaidh nach ti an faighteoir atd beartaithe, bi ar an eolas go bhfuair ti an r-phost seo de bhotun agus go bhfuil dianchosc ar aon usaid, craobhscaoileadh, secladh ar aghaidh, clé amach, nd céipeail a dhéanamh
ar an r-phost seo. Md td an r-phost seo faighte agat de bhotun, iarrtar ort dul i dteagmhadil leis an tseoltéir. D’fhéadfadh dbhar an r-phoist seo agus aon cheangailteain né freagrai a bheith faoi réir nochtadh poibli
faoi Shaordil Faisnéise (Céd Cleachtais) nd faoi na Rialachain um Fhaisnéise ar an Chomhshaol, ach amhain i gcds dioldine.

To help promote the use of electronic documents and to be kinder to the environment, please consider whether you really need to print this email. This email is confidential and intended solely for the use of the
individual to whom it is addressed. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent the views of the Loughs Agency. If you are not the intended recipient, be advised
that you have received this email in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error please contact the sender. The
content of this email and any attachments or replies may be subject to public disclosure under Freedom of Information (Code of Practice) or the Environmental Information Regulations, unless exempt.
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4.11 APPENDIX B2 — THE EAST DONEGAL COURSING CLUB

You don't often get email from ktighe2001@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
Hi.

Thank you all for your time at the public consultation meeting. It was very informative and we do appreciate the scale and complexity of the project.

Trustees of East Donegal Coursing Club attended the Lifford Flood Relief Scheme - Emerging Preferred Scheme Public Consultation No.2 on 28th November 2024 which was held in the Old
Courthouse. Lifford and we were requested to email our feedback directly regarding the lands owned by East Donegal Coursing Club and the upcoming Riverine Project.

I have copied the three Trustees of East Donegal Coursing Club (CC) (Des Tighe, Ciaran Magee and Cathal Magee), Shane McMonagle from Donegal County Council (DCC) Flood Relief Scheme
Team who I spoke to on the night and Shane Sweeney from DCC who is our main contact regarding the Riverine Community Park Project.

East Donegal CC are the full owners of Folio ID 21373. They have owned these lands for over ninety years. I have attached a copy of the certified folio from Tailte Eireann. They also own the two
fields outlined in the attached map (20241206 190518 .jpg). East Donegal CC purchased these two fields (approximately 4 acres highlighted in yellow) in 1964, paid the rates from then until the rates
were abolished in 1979. They have farmed these two fields for the last sixty years and planted trees and erected fencing to incorporate and secure the two fields into the overall East Donegal CC
lands. There is a mapping error on Tailte Eireann which currently shows these two fields mistakenly included in Folio ID DL6817. We have a ligation in place to correct this mapping error and have
the two fields incorporated back into our Folio ID 21373. Lifford Athletics Club Ltd are named on Folio DL6817 and have been served their court summons and we are waiting on a court date to be
appointed. Hopefully this will be be resolved within the next few months however when considering lands and boundaries for the Flood Relief Scheme these two fields need to be included as part of
East Donegal Coursing Club overall lands. Note Lifford Athletics Club have never occupied or used these two fields highlighted.

If any additional information is required please let us know.

Additionally East Donegal CC have been workmng with Donegal County Council for the past 8 years on a SEUPB funded cross border project known as the Riverine Community Park. DCC plans to
purchase approximately 11.61 acres as highlighted on the map (20241206 190518 jpg) and complete accommodation works for East Donegal CC to move and rebuild the East Donegal greyhound
course, stand, control steward and slipper huts, greyhound gallop etc on our remaining lands. The map shows the accommodation works outlined in red. Shane Sweeney from DCC can provide more
detailed drawings as required. The green and pink markings on this map show possible flood relief protection barrier locations at the time of the drawing. The preferred Option 4 presented at the

public consultation depicts in the event of a flood even with the flood barrier in place there is still a risk of flooding on the remaining East Donegal Coursing Club lands where we are due to relocate
to. The flood protection barrier also appears to be on East Donegal lands and it 1s important with the two projects that we take into consideration both plans and the remaining community clubs.

We will also complete the online questionnaire as a landowner affected by proposed works.
Thanks again for your time and if you have any questions please feel free to contact us.

Kind Regards.

Kim Tighe on behalf of East Donegal Coursing Club




